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135th Anniversary of 
First Christian Church 

In December of 1869, a group of Atchison residents set out to establish a 
Christian Church. The Atchison Champion newspaper recorded January 
21st 1870, ñReverend W. C. Rodgers will preach in the Hall of the Christian 
Church (located on the Northeast corner of 4th and Main St) this Friday 
evening at 7:00ò. In many ways, we can look back to that date as the start of 
our church, however, that group of believers could not keep the doors open. 
Ultimately, over the next twelve years, three separate unsuccessful attempts 
were made to establish a Christian Church in Atchison. 
 

Finally, on Sunday, May 28, 1882, at 3:00 in the afternoon, twenty-five 
residents established the Atchison Christian Church. Below is the covenant 
they affixed their signatures to. Our church was born and has remained in 
service to this community for 135 years. Ironically, our 135th anniversary falls 
on a Sunday. God is good! 
 

Please plan to come and celebrate with us this Sunday, the great goodness 
of God and the legacy of faithful followers of Christ for all these years. First 
Christian Church remains a lighthouse to the community through service, 
outreach and love. God continues to lead our church and I believe with all 
my heart we are going to once again witness revival.   A CAKE RECEPTION 
WILL BE HELD BETWEEN THE SERVICES. 
 

The covenant below, signed 135 years ago by 25 people of vision and 
courage, remains true to this day. We could all confidently sign the same 
document today. Thank you for your faithful service! 
 

ñWe, the undersigned, having been immersed upon confession of our 

faith in Christ, do unite to form a Church of Christ in Atchison, 

Kansas, and, having already covenanted with God in Christ, do 

hereby covenant with each other that we will keep all the ordinances 

of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, agreeing to be governed in 

our personal conduct and in our church relations and obligations by 

the law of Christ as taught in the New Testament, and pledging each 

other to do all in our power to promote peace, unity and prosperity 

of this Church and to extend the Kingdom of Christ in all the world.ò 
 

So Blessed to Serve With You, Pastor Russ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Visitor Deadline 

Deadline: Monday, June 5, 2017 - 4 p.m. 

Published:      Wednesday, June 7, 2017 
This issue will include worship information for June 11 & 18.  The deadline for the 

next issue is June 19 and will include worship information for June 25, July 2 & 9 as 

well as the July calendar, birthdays and anniversaries.   Please have your items 

either typed or written out.  It is difficult to take this information over the phone. You 

may also email your information to the church at fccatch@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like our Facebook Pages! 
Did you know the church has a Facebook page? We post pictures and 

updates from time to time. "Like" us and "check-in" when you're here to stay 

connected with your church family!  

 
 www.facebook.com/fccatchison 

https://www.facebook.com/AtchisonCountyFoodPantryatFirstChristianChurch 
 

 

The Churches Website 
Check it Out:     www.fccatchison.net 

 

 

Please Notify The Church Office 
 

¶ If anyone in your family goes into the hospital. 
¶ When your group plans to have a meeting. 

¶ When a member of your family leaves home for college or to establish a 
new residence. 

¶ When youôre planning to move out of town or locally. 

¶ When your phone number changes. 

¶ When a new baby arrives in your family. 

¶ When you feel the church can assist you in any way. 

¶ When a new family moves into your neighborhood. 

¶ When someone needs to be placed on, OR taken off of the Prayer List. 

mailto:fccatch@sbcglobal.net
http://www.facebook.com/fccatchison
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Is the Holy Spirit 
Nudging You to 
Participate in EfM? 

 

Every baptized person is called to ministry.   The Education for Ministry (EfM) program 
provides people from all walks of life with the education ñto beò Christians and to carry out 
their ministry.   All Christians need a Christian Education which supports their faith and which 
gives them confidence and prepares them to express that faith in day-to-day events. 

EfM is a worldwide program developed by the School of Theology of The University of 
the South.  EfM is for the laity of the church. Thousands of persons have completed this four-
year program.   Students enroll one year at a time: the first year is study of the Old Testament; 
the second year the New Testament; third year study of church history; and fourth year study 
of theology and ethics. This is not a regular bible study.  It is an in-depth theological reflection 
of the past and present times. Here is a link to the EfM website for more information.  
http://www.sewanee.edu/EFM/index.htm 
 Attending the EfM class takes time and commitment so prayerfully consider whether 
God is calling you to be involved. Our Mentor is Helen Birkinsha and Co-Mentor is Joe 
Bullock. For more information, including a prospectus and/or a brochure as well as the 
application form, contact Helen at 913-426-1751.   The cost of the EfM program is $375 and 
the church will pay ½ of this fee for members of the church. 
 

Atchison County 
Food Pantry@ FCC 

 The food pantry is open on Mondays from 1:00-3:00 p.m. Wednesdays from 
4:30-6 p.m. and Fridays from 10:00-11:30 am and is located in the basement 
entrance off of Santa Fe St. 

Please call the church office, 367-3036 if you would like to help. The Food 
Pantry is an important ministry in our community. Please check out our page on 
Facebook & Like us - Atchison County Food Pantry @ First Christian Church.  
Monetary donations are accepted too! 

Needs for June:        Syrup, Cereal, Cereal bars, Crackers, Boxed 
Potatoes (Instant), Individual Mac & Cheese or Cup Noodles, Canned Pastas 
 

Loaves & Fishes Schedule 
Saturdayôs  ~  June 17       Aug. 19       Oct. 21      Dec. 16    

Meals are served and deliveries made from First Christian Church.  Sign-up sheets 
for volunteering are on the table in the coffee room (near annex).  We need 
volunteers for kitchen helpers at 9 am and drivers and helpers to deliver meals to the 
homebound of Atchison at 10:15 am.   If you have questions, contact Barb Piper, 
913-255-2461  

Remember In Prayers 
Peggy Blakley, Betty Blide, Alex Blunt, Melinda Calhoon, Bryson Connell, 

Jerry Daniel, Betty & Bill Dorsey, Sr., Billy Dorsey, Jr., Kevin Dykstra, 

Sammy Eddy, Marion Ehret, Rachel Elias, Dale Fitkin, Steve Germani, Gene 

Gillispie, Heather Gilbert, Wallace Harper, Sr., Sherri Hart, Charlie Harris, 

Karla Harter, Phyllis Haynes, Michael ñMikeò Henning, Mike Horton, Erin 

Kane, Tracy Kane, Beverly Kennedy, Larry Kibler-VISITORS WELCOME-

Mosaic Health Care, Long Term Acute Care, Rm. 2248, 5325 Faraon St., St. 

Joseph, MO 64506, Charlotte Kime, LA Kimes, Drew & Andrea and Family, 

Jeff Kuhnert, Edith ñEdieò Kurtz, Laney Ledbedder, Shirley Linck, Byran 

Meyer, Pat Montgomery, Diana Moxley, Pam Mullins, Emma Lou Niemann, 

Jan Otte, Steve Otte, Bonnie Roberts-Mosaic Hospital, St. Joseph, MO, Ann 

Ryan, Walker Shewey, Juanita Shufflebarger, Mark Shufflebarger, Becky 

Smith, Betty Smith,  Jim Smith, Gary Stecher, Eric Szymanski, Glen Thorne, 

Karen Tollefson, Amy and Mitch West, Tony Wilburn, Lonneta Williams, 

Debbie Young.   [ IF WE CAN TAKE ANYONE OFF OF THIS PRAYER 

LIST, PLEASE NOTIFY ROSIE AT THE CHURCH OFFICE ] 
 

Military 
Ryan Callahan, Joshua Lambert, Nicholas Cline, Sean McCaffery, Anton 

Mak, Jesse McGlade, Nick Davison, Curtis Ellis, Jerry Michaels, John 

Humbard, Robert Dickson, Quentin Rivers, Kevan Birkinsha, Carlos Betts-

Coffey, Ryan Thomas, Daniel Collins 
 

Attendance 
May 14, 2017    9 a.m. ï 106 10:45 a.m. ï 79   SS ï 46 

May 21, 2017    9 a.m. ï 88 10:45 a.m. ï 79   SS ï 46 

      

Visitors May 14 & 21 
Jennifer Smith, Terry Smith, Eric, Cole & Lorrie Donaldson, Monica 

Donaldson, Patty Donaldson, Ana & Olna Bradshaw, Sandra Schraer, 

Jamie Collins, Glenn Parrott, Ellie Baldridge 

 

 

http://www.sewanee.edu/EFM/index.htm


Christian Education 
 

VBS 2017    THAT'S INCREDIBLE!!!! 
July 16 ï 20, 2017   6 ï 8 pm. 

Our daily themes will be: 
Day 1. Samson. Pick your friends wisely (fitness/health for your body and your 

mind) 
Day 2. David and Goliath. (bullying)  

Day 3. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. (Believe in yourself and God) 
Day 4. Jesus Walks on Water.   (Ask for help when in trouble. God is always there.) 
 

Joe On The Go will return for Season Two  ñThatôs Incredible!ò 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have an incredible group of very talented individuals literally putting 

together our VBS from the story lines to the audio video production and everything 
in between.     You have to see this to believe it!   Come join us! 

 

The VBS program will be Sunday, July 23, with a combined service at 10 am.  
Followed by an ALL CHURCH POTLUCK PICNIC at Warnock Lake from 12:00 

to 3:00 PM.   Enjoy food, yard games, fellowship, worship and more. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
FOR CHILDREN 

Pre-K through 5th grade Sunday school is in session for the summer! 
This summer we are trying a two-room Sunday school system - one room for Pre-K 
through 2nd grade students and one room for 3rd through 5th grade students.  

Children will complete an eight-week program (May 28-July 16) before 
Vacation Bible School starts in which they will explore themes in the David and 
Goliath story. Each week will bring a new theme and multi-sensory lesson, with the 
goal that each child will learn about trusting in God and will be empowered to be a 
'hero' for God.  

Pre-K - 2nd grade children will explore the David and Goliath story 
through a traditional Bible lesson, song and dance, games, crafts, yoga and 
meditation and science. 

3rd - 5th grade children will explore the David and Goliath story through 
a traditional Bible lesson, song and dance, games, crafts, writing, yoga and 
meditation and science.  

We are looking for adult and youth volunteers to assist during one or 
more Sundays. Detailed lesson plans will be provided.  
 

Youth group and youth events TBA. 
 

Rachel Cooper, CE Intern 

 

Youth Sunday School Classes 
10:00 AM in the educational building  

Middle School (6th, 7th & 8th Grades) ï Russ Cooper 
The Middle school class will have an END OF THE YEAR PARTY with food, 
games and PRIZES.     
Middle School   (6th, 7th & 8th Grades) and Sr. High School (9th, 10th, 11th & 12th 
Grades) are welcome to help with the joint Childrenôs SS Classes this summer 

 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
9:30 AM in the choir room in the educational bldg. ï Friendship Class led by Keith  

Rawson 
10 AM in the Memorial Chapel  - Logos Class led by Jack Albright 
10:10 AM in the Resource Room on 2nd floor of educational bldg.. for ages 18 ð 25  

led by Pastor Matt. 
10:10 AM in the library/parlor (next to Wolf Hall)  Koinonia Class Led by Carolyn 
Rodina.  Book of James from the Life Lessons with Max Lucado. 

 



MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY TEAM EVENTS 
  

Kansas City T-Bones 
vs 

Sioux City, IA  Explorers 
Saturday, June 24, 2017 
Game time is 7:05 pm 

Bus will leave at 5:30 pm from the church 
parking lot.  Tickets are $10.50 each   $2 gas 

donation if riding the bus 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will leave Thursday, October 19th and return Saturday, October 
21st.  Thursday afternoon we will see the show ñ#1 Hits of the 60ôs and 50ôs 
Tooò.  Thursday evening we will see, ñTexas Tenorsò.   Friday morning we 
will shop at the Outlet Mall.   Friday afternoon we will see, ñSIXò.   As of now, 
Friday night is free for games or whatever.  

The total price for the hotel, shows and gas money is $360.00 for 
two people sharing a room.  The total price for one person in a room is 
$255.00.  Down payment of $50.00 per person needs to be paid by August 
1st.  It can be refunded up until September 1st, which is when the final 
payment is due. After September 1st, there canôt be a refund unless we find 
someone to take your place.  The seats will be held for church members until 
August 1st.   After that, the trip will be open to others. Make the checks 
payable to First Christian Church with ñBranson Tripò on the memo line.   

I will make out a complete itinerary after September 1st. 
 

Jane Amthor, 913-367-0514 

Memorial Sunday 
May 28, 2017 

 
We will remember those that have passed away within our church family 
this past year.   The Dedication Service of Remembrance will be held at 
both services.    We will dedicate any memorials used since Memorial Day 
of last year as well. 
 
Those remembered are: 
 
 Nora Jean Wohlgemuth  Ruthanna Marlatt 
 Wayne Orean Hale  James Wilson 
 Ruth Ellen Marie Lutz Lanter Bettie Gayle Linscott 
 Van Norman Hurst  Bessie Louise Jones 
 Beth Lavon Hawk  Bessie ñAliceò Smart 
 Ruth A. Stein   Gary Dean Moxley, Sr. 

Anita M. Dickeson  Michael Paul Dickeson 
 

We will dedicate the flooring in the annex in loving memory of: 
 

Lela Blunk, Anita Dickeson, Martha Ellis, Rose Faught,  
William ñBudò Gerard, Bernice Holmes, Glen Stecher   
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTIAN WOMENõS 
FELLOWSHIP  

(C.W.F.) 
The ladies of CWF last meeting was on May 22nd.   The meeting 

was opened in prayer by Lavern Fitkin. 
Pastor Russ Cooper visited our group to talk with the ladies about 

the elevator which was greatly appreciated.  
We are working on the June luncheon with the  Christian Church of 

Cummings KS and the Second Christian Church of Atchison. It will be June 
26 at noon in Wolf Hall. Please call Lavern Fitkin if attending. All ladies of the 
church are welcome.  
Sewing Group have been plugging away on lap robes, baby quilts and  
bunny's.  The ladies have visited nursing homes and checked on the  shut-
ins.  

Remember to save your stamps, old medication bottles, best choice 
labels, Campbell Soup labels, and Box Tops for Education. 

CWF goal is to help people in need. 
 
In Christian faith,   
CWF president Lavern Fitkin 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
ARCHITECTS REPORT 

The Pastoral Staff and Christian Education Ministry Team would like to thank 
everyone who supported and participated in our recent consultation with 
Youth Ministry Architects.  We learned a LOT through the process and are 
looking forward to seeing where God leads us next.  We will keep you 
posted on our progress and ask that you continue to keep us in your prayers.  
Copies of the YMA report are available in the office for anyone who is 
interested.  A link to a video of the congregational presentation will also be 
available on our website very soon. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Matt 

 

PENTECOST 
SUNDAY 

 

June 4, 2017 
 

REMEMBER TO 

WEAR YOUR RED!!!  
 

The Worship Ministry Team invites YOU to come and celebrate 
PENTECOST SUNDAY with our church family! 
 

 

PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING 
The Pentecost Special Offering will be collected on Sundayôs, May 28th and 
June 4th.  Enclosed with this newsletter is an insert that explains what the 
offering is for and an offering envelope.  Please prayerfully consider your 
donation. 

 
2017/18 First Christian Church 

Scholarship 
Application forms are now available and are on the Information Booth by the 
office door.    You must be a member of First Christian Church to apply.   
The deadline is June 15, 2017 to have them completed in full along with all 
items requested and returned to the church office.  If you have questions, 
please contact Marilyn Albright Scholarship Chairperson @ (913) 367-4754. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 28, 2017 
9:00 Communion Prep & Coffee:  Jacque/Sally /Tohnya 
9:00 Servers:     Rhonda Shell, Vicki Jones, Christen Lacey,  
  Jackie Jasper, Shawn & Pam Rizza,  
  Heather Matthias 
9:00 Greeters: Parking Lot ï Linda Tuley 
  7th Street ï Rick Stark 
  Santa Fe ï Ron Tuley 
10:45 Elders: Keith Rawson and Jacque Pregont 
10:45 Servers:  Kevin Dykstra, Brian Oswalt, Carole Baker,  
 Michel Fobbs, Kylee Kottman, Tammy  
 Parrott 
10:45 Greeters: Parking Lot ï Tiny Kibler 
 7th Street ï Keith Rawson 
 Santa Fe ï Dub Ehret 
10:45 Preparers & Cleanup:  Kylee Kottman & Mary Anna Dove 
10:45 Worship Leader: Carole Baker 
10:45 Acolyte & Helper: Brody Kottman & Kylee Kottman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, June 4, 2017 
9:00 Communion Prep & Coffee:   Jacque/Sally /Tohnya 
9:00 Servers:     Sally Webb, Brooke Genail, Tohnya  
  Aversman, Roger & Patty Phillippe, Liz  
  Montgomery, Cindy Jacobson, Deborah  
  Myers 
9:00 Greeters: Parking Lot ï Helen Birkinsha 
 7th Street ï Ronda McDaniel 
 Santa Fe ï  Pat West 
10:45 Elders: Phyllis Walton and Janie Smart 
10:45 Servers:  Steve Tate, Tracie Caudle, Heidie Hennen,  
 Diana Moxley, Janet Pruett, Michelle  
 Stanton 
10:45 Greeters: Parking Lot ï Mary Anna Dove 
 7th Street ï Sharon Sowers 
 Santa Fe ï Jeremy Ellis 
10:45 Preparers/Cleanup:  Dianna Kruger and Tracie Caudle 
10:45 Worship Leader: Vicki Tate 
Shut-In Communion: Team 1-Jacque Pregont & Michel Fobbs 
                              Team 2-Sharon Baldridge & Robi Chowdhuri 
 

 

 

 

 

9 AM People of Praise Service  

9:30  & 10:00 & 10:10 AM Adult SS Classes  

10 AM Children & Youth SS Classes     

10:45 AM Traditional Worship  

 



 



 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

1 - ROCHELLE SCHUETZ  

3 - BEN CARLISLE, GLENN HICKS 

5 - RACHEL COOPER, ALLISON LAURIE, BETTY SUE THOMAS  

6 - CAROL HINK, OLIVIA TATE 

7 - OPAL LEWMAN 

8 - DAREK HENNEN  

9 - BETTY DONALDSON, LIZ MONTGOMERY 

10 - JOHN DOLENZ  

13 - BILL DORSEY, SR.  

15 - SETH STILLINGS  

16 - KYLEE KOTTMAN  

19 - ADAM CAUDLE, KENDRA (SOWERS) CONTI, CHRISTINA CREASON , REBEKAH 

KUHNERT, DEBRA MIKKELSON, JESSICA SCHWARZER 

20 - DOLORES MOULDEN  

21 - JIM CHRISTIAN, AMBER GRAY, MICHELLE HENRY, RUSTY WILLIS  

22 ð PARKER KOTTMAN , COLLIN MORANZ  

24 - JAN OTTE  

25 - KARL DOLENZ  

27 - BRIAN RODINA  

28 - JULIE GILLILAND, ASHLEY LYNN STOUT, HILARY MARIE THOMPSON  

29 - KEVAN BIRKINSHA, BETH GILLILAND-CHARNICK 

30 - KELSEY (HENNING) RUHLMAN  

ANNIVERSARIES 

1 ð MARK & DEBRA MIKKELSON    4 - ROBI & DEBBIE CHOWDHURI 

6 - DUB & MARION EHRET    7 - DOUG & RHONDA SEXTON  

10 - KEITH & LUCILLE RAWSON    11 - JOSEPH & SHARON BULLOCK 

11 - STACIE & KEVIN DOUGHERTY   20 - DANNY & LAVERN FITKIN  

20 - RICK & SONI MORANZ     23 - ROY & LILA MERCER  

25 - KURTIS & BROOKE GENAIL    26 - TONY & MARGIE WILBURN  

28 - BRADLEY & SHARON SOWERS  

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 


